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	Essential Understandings: 

1. Economic reasoning skills and knowledge of major economic concepts, principles, issues, and systems allow people to make informed choices as producers, consumers, savers, investors, workers, and citizens in an interdependent world.

2. The study of historical eras, events, trends and themes shapes our understanding of the past, the present, and the future.

3. People establish structures including governments to provide an organization to meet the needs of its citizens and define the rights and responsibilities of its citizens.

4. The identity, behavior, and networks among groups of people influence cultural characteristics, cooperation, interdependence, and conflict with others.

5. Geographic locations, characteristics, patterns, and processes describe and explain the relationship and interactions between the physical environment and human activity.
6. Information is accessed from multiple sources and processed in multiple forms to draw logical conclusions, to make informed decisions, and to be applied to societal issues.

	Content Standards:

1. Limited resources affect choices by individuals, households, businesses, and governments.

2. The economic system in a region affects goods and services.

3. Economic interdependence affects the economic lives of people.

4. Events take place in specific historical eras and illustrate enduring themes that transcend time and place
5. Governments allocate power and authority to protect the rights of individuals and to promote the common good.

6. The government established by the Constitution embodies the purposes, values and principles of American democracy

7. United States citizens have certain rights and responsibilities.

8. Events in the global community have an impact on the security and well being of all of us.
9. The characteristics of cultural elements can be both common and distinct across groups of people.

10. The practices, products, and perspectives of a society impact people within and across the regions of the world.

11. People from diverse cultures interact and influence each other’s practices and products. 

12. Each place in the world has distinct physical and human characteristics.

13. Each region is made up of places that have common physical and/or human characteristics.
14. The absolute and relative location of each place can be described and identified
15. Humans both adapt to and change the environment.
16. People, goods and ideas move from place to place.
17. Information and inquiry skills allow us to collect, organize, synthesize, and communicate information from multiple sources.

18. Interpersonal and group process skills enhance our ability to understand and work effectively with others.

19. Critical thinking and problem solving skills allow us to evaluate and analyze information to make informed decisions and draw evidence-based conclusions.


Unit I – Principles of Constitutionalism and our Constitution


	Essential Question:  How is the Constitution designed to limit power?

	

	Benchmarks (GLE’s)
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	· Democracy is fragile and is dependent on other structures in a society.

· Various systems of government confer different rights and responsibilities upon their citizens.

· Multicultural diversity economically and socially affects the people of the United States. 

· The effectiveness of the United States Government is dependent upon informed and active participation of citizens.

· There are specific features and patterns associated with different forms of government.

· The United States constitutional system incorporates democratic ideas and principles that were developed in Athens and Rome, the Magna Carta, the English Bill of Rights, and the Enlightenment.

· The US Constitution is a living document, which can be amended to reflect changes deemed necessary within the society.

· Government has taken increasing responsibilities in managing the economy and social organization.

· The Bill of Rights, first ten amendments to the Constitution, outlines American civil liberties.

· Citizens should know and guard their political and due process rights

· Legal protections prevent and reduce discrimination and often address the causes of prejudice.

· The U.S. Constitution establishes a framework in which power lies with the people and governmental power is limited.

· Value and respect the viewpoints of others.

· Communicate feelings, beliefs, content knowledge, and perspectives.

· Produce and interpret outlines, charts, graphs, maps, tables, timelines, and decision-making grids that explain problems and/or construct solutions

· Listen actively and build upon the ideas of others
	Explain why government is necessary to a functioning society.

	· 
	Gather, analyze, and graphically represent a feature of the face of America.

	· 
	Formulate a definition for citizenship.

	· 
	Define fundamental political science vocabulary.

	· 
	Examine the Constitution and its underlying principles.

	· 
	Cite specific examples of the changing nature of federalism and the impact of the 14th Amendment.

	· 
	Apply the first 10 amendments as they protect individual liberties and rights through historic and personal examples.

	· 
	Explain how separation of powers, federalism, and protection of individual rights limit the power of government.

	· 
	Apply social studies inquiry and literacy skills.


Unit I – Principles of Constitutionalism and our Constitution

How is the Constitution designed to limit power?
	Suggested Strategies
	· When the Levees Broke and 3 levels of citizenship

· Laminated Constitution handout

· Supreme Court decisions pertaining to individual rights and to federalism

	Suggested Assessments
	· CFA on previous knowledge of American government structures

· Creation of graphic representation of an American demograhic

· Unit test with essay with a common theme of limited government

	Suggested Resources
	· Department resource packet

· Constitution guides/scavenger hunt

· Text book: American Government: Citizenship and Power.  Barbour and Wright. EMC,  2010

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Smart Board for http://www.myloc.gov/Exhibitions/creatingtheus/Pages/Interactives.aspx
· Wolfram Alpha 

	Content Vocabulary
	· Social contract, popular sovereignty, republican government, separation of powers, checks and balances, federalism, judicial review, amendment process, protection of individual liberties, civil rights,

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Collaborate and cooperate

· Communicate effectively

· Core Ethical Values



Unit II – Congress and the Legislative Process

	Essential Question:  How does the legislative process reconcile competing interests to create policy?

	

	Benchmarks (GLE’s)
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	· Examine and explain own thinking.

· Compare and contrast ideas and concepts.

· Value and respect the viewpoints of others.

· Recognizes stereotypes, clichés, bias, and propaganda techniques.

· U.S. Constitution establishes a framework in which power lies with the people and governmental power is limited.

· U.S. Constitution establishes a framework in which power lies with the people and governmental power is limited.

· Discovery of and competition for resources leads to multiple conflicts.

· The effectiveness of the United States Government is dependent upon informed and active participation of citizens.

· The effectiveness of the United States Government is dependent upon informed and active participation of citizens.

· Identify central issues and formulate appropriate questions.

· Locate appropriate and varied information sources.

· Identify key words and use advanced search strategies.

· Evaluate the reliability, credibility, bias and validity of primary and secondary sources.
	Identify economic and social political ideologies as tools for discussion.  

	· 
	Examine variations in current application of political ideology terms.

	· 
	Describe the structure of the U.S. Congress.  

	· 
	Describe the legislative process.

	· 
	Observe and describe the policy making process on a local level

	· 
	Describe how citizens and citizens’ groups influence the legislative process.

	· 
	Practice social studies inquiry skills by accessing government information.



Unit II – Congress and the Legislative Process

How does the legislative process reconcile competing interests to create policy?


	Suggested Strategies
	· Political matrix

· School House Rock “I’m Just a Bill”

· Complete tax form

	Suggested Assessments
	· Unit 2 Assessment with common theme essay

· Attend and report on town meeting (alternative assignment available in case of hardship)

· Research project (legislator, legislation, prepare simulation)

	Suggested Resources
	· Lesson plans at http://www.youthleadership.net/index.jsp 

· James Baker “Carrot” interview

· Text book: American Government: Citizenship and Power.  Barbour and Wright. EMC,  2010

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· ICONN 

	Content Vocabulary
	· Required Terms-  Policy= a statement of a public goal and a means (carrot or stick) by which it will be achieved

                                     Politics= the process by which policy is made and policy makers are chosen

· Economic ideology terms-  left, right

· Social ideology terms-  libertarian, statist 

· Legislative Terms- policy, legislat-ure,-or,-ion,-ive, apportionment, district, incumbent, constituent, filibuster, cloture, committee, conference committee, pork, interest group, markup 

· Legislative Leadership- Speaker, Minority/Majority leaders, whips, committee chair, 

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Access and Process Information

· Habits of Mind 

· Core Ethical Values




Unit III – President, Cabinet, and Bureaucracy 


	Essential Question:  How does the executive branch implement and shape policy?

	

	Benchmarks (GLE’s)
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	· Participate in developing group process; work effectively to achieve group goals.

· U.S. Constitution establishes a framework in which power lies with the people and governmental power is limited.

· United States foreign policy priorities often reflect American political values and economic interests.

· The media influences common values and government; governments use the media to inform and influence.

· Specific ideas, decisions, beliefs, circumstances and values play an important role in influencing historical events.

· Analyze cause and effect relationships between and among individuals and/or historical events.

· Government has taken increasing responsibilities in managing the economy and social organization.  

· Services which are provided by local, state and national governments are funded solely through taxes.

· Citizens should know and guard their political and due process rights.

· Events in the national and global community have an impact on everyone.

· Value and respect the viewpoints of others.

· Work cooperatively and productively within a group while displaying CEVs

· Resolve conflicts, and negotiate differences to build consensus
	Prioritize the attributes of effective leadership.

	· 
	Describe the constitutional requirements and roles of the presidency.

	· 
	Outline the presidential election process.

	· 
	Individual presidents affect the institution of the presidency.

	· 
	Deconstruct and classify the roles and responsibilities of the federal government. 

	· 
	Identify circumstances for interaction between individual citizens and the federal bureaucracy.  

	· 
	Apply social studies inquiry and literacy skills.



Unit III – President, Cabinet, and Bureaucracy

How does the executive branch implement and shape policy?
	Suggested Strategies
	· Group activity of defining leadership

· History of cabinet

· Recognize federal organization (“Alphabet Soup”)

· Freedom of Information Act unit

	Suggested Assessments
	· Unit 3 Assessment with common theme essay

· Debates

	Suggested Resources
	· Thirteen Days

· Text book: American Government: Citizenship and Power.  Barbour and Wright. EMC,  2010

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· 270towin website

	Content Vocabulary
	· Head of State, Head of Government, Commander-in-Chief, primaries, Electoral College, 

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Produce Quality Work

· Communicate effectively 

· Core Ethical Values



Unit IV – Government and the Economy
	Essential Question:  What can the government do to keep the economy healthy?

	

	Benchmarks (GLE’s)
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	· Values and beliefs influence economic decisions in different societies.

· The health of a nation’s economy can be identified by using demographic statistics, world news, and the tracking of imports, exports, and national stock market activity. 

· The knowledge of production, distribution, and consumption are integral to the analysis of public issues and the development of an economic plan.

· Decisions about allocations of resources in one area divert resources from another area. 

· Allocating goods and services through private and public sectors has both costs and benefits.

· Services which are provided by local, state and national governments are funded solely through taxes.

· The knowledge of production, distribution, and consumption are integral to the analysis of public issues and the development of an economic plan.

· National policies affect the international exchange of goods, services, and investments.

· US Foreign policy priorities often reflect American political values and economic interests

· Reconstruct and express multiple points of view; assess the validity of alternative perspectives

· Produce and interpret outlines, charts, graphs, maps, tables, timelines, and decision-making grids that explain problems and/or construct solutions.

· Listen actively and build upon the ideas of others
	Describe the changing role of the government in managing the economy.

	· 
	Distinguish between fiscal, monetary, and trade policy.

	· 
	Describe how taxation and spending can be used to influence the economy. 

	· 
	Outline the budget process 

	· 
	Distinguish between federal, state, and local taxation 

	· 
	Explain how the government manipulates the value of the dollar.

	· 
	Discuss the influence of trade policy on American economy.

	· 
	Apply social studies inquiry and literacy skills.


Unit IV – Government and the Economy

What can the government do to keep the economy healthy?

	Suggested Strategies
	· Personal budget simulation

· Fill out tax form

· Federal Budget Challenge simulation

	Suggested Assessments
	· Unit 4 Assessment with common theme essay

	Suggested Resources
	· http://www.concordcoalition.org/learn/educators/penny-game 
· Text book: American Government: Citizenship and Power.  Barbour and Wright. EMC,  2010

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· http://www.federalbudgetchallenge.org/budget_challenge/sim/budget_master.html

	Content Vocabulary
	· progressive/flat, withholding, deduction, credit, deficit, debt, inflation

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Access and Process information

· Core Ethical Values



Unit V – The Justice System
	Essential Question: How does the judicial system protect and advocate for citizens?

	

	Benchmarks (GLE’s)
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	· U.S. Constitution establishes a framework in which power lies with the people and governmental power is limited.

· Citizens should know and guard their political and due process rights.

· U.S. Constitution establishes a framework in which power lies with the people and governmental power is limited.

· Citizens should know and guard their political and due process rights.

· Legal protections prevent and reduce discrimination and often address the causes of prejudice

· U.S. Constitution establishes a framework in which power lies with the people and governmental power is limited.

· Value and respect the viewpoints of others.

· Communicate feelings, beliefs, content knowledge, and perspectives.

· Distinguish between fact and opinion; identify assumptions and fallacies.

· Listen actively and build upon the ideas of others
	Distinguish between civil and criminal law.

	· 
	Identify structural parallels between national and state governments.

	· 
	Describe judicial framework on the national and state level; classify jurisdictions of state and federal courts

	· 
	Identify due process rights.

	· 
	Examine the role and impact of the Supreme Court and its justices. 

	· 
	Apply social studies inquiry and literacy skills.



Unit V – The Justice System

How does the judicial system protect and advocate for citizens?

	Suggested Strategies
	· Courtroom visit

· Debate: Are civil liberties worth the cost?

	Suggested Assessments
	· Unit 5 Assessment with common theme essay

· Mock court case

	Suggested Resources
	· Law and Order
· Text book: American Government: Citizenship and Power.  Barbour and Wright. EMC,  2010

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· http://www.landmarkcases.org/

	Content Vocabulary
	· Civil Law, Criminal Law, Jurisdiction, District Court, Court of Appeals, Supreme Court, indictment, conviction, pardon, unconstitutional, plea bargain

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Communicate effectively

· Habits of Mind

· Core Ethical Values
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